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ELECTION 2020 


FLORIDA WIN 


PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP FENDS OFF JOE BIDEN IN HIS ADOPTED HOME STATE 
OF FLORIDA, BUT DESPITE THE CRUCIAL WIN, THE PRESIDENCY IS STILL IN PLAY. 
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ALEX BRANDON | Associated Press 


President Donald Trump arrives to speak at his campaign headquarters Tuesday in Arlington, Va. Trump took Florida, but the overall presidential race was still too early to call. 


Enthusiasm drives 
crowds of voters in 
Florida to the polls 


BY STEVE CONTORNO 
Times Political Editor 
resident Donald Trump has won Florida once again. 

Within two hours of polls closing, Trump had jumped out 
to a commanding lead that appeared insurmountable. The 
race in Florida was finally called by the Associated Press 
at 12:38 a.m.Wednesday for Trump, giving him 29 critical 
electoral votes and securing an important state in his path 
toward reelection. 

Trump led Democratic presidential nominee Joe Biden by 376,929 
votes by 12:45 a.m. 

That 3.4 percent margin came in part from the president’s support in 
conservative rural counties. But the story of the night was Miami-Dade 
County, where Trump performed exceedingly well thanks in part to an 
active Cuban population there that is reshaping politics to the benefit 
of Republicans. He trailed Biden there by only 7 percentage points. In 
2016, Hillary Clinton won Miami-Dade by 30 points. 

Of all the swing states, only Florida, with its 29 Electoral College 
votes, could have ended Trump’s night early. 

Instead, it appears Biden and his running mate, Sen. Kamala Harris, 
of California will need to look elsewhere to overcome the early defeat. 
Focus will shift to the Rust Belt, where the so-called Blue Wall collapsed 
four years ago, and to Arizona, a state Democrats have not won since 
1996. 

Still, Biden didn’t concede when he greeted supporters in Delaware 
shortly before 1 a.m. 

“It’s going to take time to count votes, but we're going to win Pennsyv- 
lania,’ Biden said. “Keep the faith guys, we're going to win this. 

The choice for voters on Tuesday to tackle the pandemic and future 
See ELECTION, 7A 


Florida election results 


DONALD J. TRUMP 


51.2% 


JOER. BIDEN 


47.9% 


Results as of 12:28 p.m.; 96 percent reporting 


For more results 


For breakdowns on voter returns for other national, 
state and local races, see 6A 


BY ALLISON ROSS 
Times Staff Writer 

Floridians streamed into poll- 
ing places on the final day of vot- 
ing for the 2020 general election, 
with enthusiasm high in Tampa 
Bay despite a major shift toward 
people choosing to vote before 
Election Day. 

Tuesday capped off voting in an 
extraordinary election year that 
has been fundamentally reshaped 
by the coronavirus pandemic and 
by an incumbent president who 
has been unafraid to buck politi- 
cal norms. 

More than 9 million Floridians 
had cast ballots before Tuesday. 
But a steady stream of final-day 


voters helped increase turnout 
further, with few reports of long 
lines or major disruptions. 

Hillsborough, Pinellas, Pasco 
and Hernando counties all 
reported higher turnout rates 
than in any election since at least 
1996, with voters eager for their 
chance to cast a ballot in this 
highly charged presidential elec- 
tion year. 

That included some voters who 
rarely opt to go to the polls — or 
who never have voted before. 

Gulfport resident Mickey Palm- 
ieri, 50, said he has never voted 
before in an election, but felt 
inspired this year to “just give my 
See VOTING, 8A 


MINIMUM WAGE: PROPOSAL 
TEETERS ON APPROVAL 


An amendment to raise the wage to $15 per 
hour had just over 60 percent of the votes 
and appeared headed toward approval. 1B 


U.S. SENATE: WILL GOP HOLD 
ONTO ITS MAJORITY? 


Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell 
defeated his challenger in Kentucky, but 
other races were too close to call. 4A 
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